224                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Church and Churchmen                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          iv
and quiet and mild of heart; a lover of peace, affable to all
men, and of marvellous kindness to his enemies; to his
servants and serfs he was almost a companion. He was
learned in the secular law and customs beyond all his
brethren, and famous among all men; and, by reason of his
greater learning in these matters, he was frequented by all
who were in necessity; yet he would maintain no cause for
gain unless he knew it to be just; wherefore he was
wondrously loved and venerated by all. He, though younger
than these two others, received the paternal inheritance be-
cause he was a layman. He loved St Stephen with all his
strength and with all his heart....
(f. 26 a.) The fourth son of the aforesaid man of God,
Ailsi, was named Paganus, for that he was long time a
pagan ; that is, he lived twelve years before he was baptized1.
In a brief space after his baptism, God took him to Himself,
lest his mind should be changed by the malice of the world.
After the death of this child, the holy man began to ponder
within himself concerning the future state of the blest; but,
seeing that neither he, as a layman, knew aught thereof, nor
could any other man give him any sure tidings, he remained
in great anxiety of mind; and, the less he knew of the pains
of the damned or the rewards of the blest, the more solicitous
he was to learn these things. But God would not that His
beloved servant should long waver among such doubts and
ignorances; therefore He sent unto Ailsi, in a vision of the
night, his son Paganus aforesaid, to inform him of all these
things and to lead him down to the place of hell-pains, and
up to the mansions of the blest.
He dreamed that he was going on a pilgrimage, with
a company of other pilgrims, to Jerusalem, and that he had
already performed a great space of his journey. On their
way, therefore (so it seemed), they all descended in a troop
from a certain mountain into a dale, wherein so thick a cloud
stretched from side to side that each was parted from his
1 Though there were not infrequent complaints that, through negligence or bad
management, large numbers of children died unbaptized, I know of no other case
like this,, where pious parents deliberately deferred baptism.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